
AP Human Geography Summer Assignment 2019: 

Students are to read: 

Chapters 1, 4, 11. 15 from Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared Diamond* 

*Guns, Germs and Steel will need to be purchased individually by students for this assignment. Currently 
available for about $15 on Amazon. Students may be able to find used copies for less. It will be 
important to have your own copy since you will be annotating these. Anybody who can’t afford a book 
should email me for suggestions/alternatives. (see contact info at the bottom of the page) 

 

 

Students will: 

1. Annotate each/all of these chapters: Proper annotation will include: highlighted passages that 
are significant, interesting, and important (key data, observations, analysis) AS WELL AS written 
questions that the reading has brought up in the reader and comments, thoughts, observations 
the reader has while reading. Students will need to show their annotations to the Human 
Geography teacher on the first day of class.  

 

2. Written answers for the following on Guns, Germs, and Steel: (must use specific examples from 
the book!) 
 Chapter 1:  Who is Yali?  Describe the meaning of the term “cargo” to Yali. 
What was Yali’s big question? (p. 14) List and explain the author’s discussion of three major 
objections to discussing Yali’s question (pp. 17-18). Summarizes popular “answers” or 
“explanations” to Yali’s question on pages 18-25.  Summarize what the author’s strongest 
argument or reasons are for writing the book (middle paragraphs of page 25).  Have you ever 
wondered about these things? 
 
Chapters 4, 11, 15 (for each of these chapters): How does Diamond explain/analyze:  
a. Economic conditions, factors, and/or effects of geography on society(ies). How did 

geography impact economic growth or lack thereof ?  
b. Cultural geography… How was/is culture shaped/effected by geography? Why did some 

cultures become more successful while others languished?  
c. Political conditions… How did geography/culture/economics shape governments? Why were 

some governments more stable than others? 
d. Environmental conditions… How did environment effect the development of 

civilizations/societies? Why is physical geography fundamentally important for human 
geography according to Diamond?  

 

AP Teacher Contact Info: 

graham.brosnan@dpsnc.net  919-560-3912 ext. 12755 

brendan.murray@dpsnc.net  919-560-3912 ext 12457   

mailto:brendan.murray@dpsnc.net

